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HONORING MAJOR JAMES ALLEN 

TAYLOR 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Major James Allen Taylor of the 
United States Army. I have personally 
known Major Taylor in the north State 
for about a decade through personal in-
volvement with veterans issues and 
events in the north State. 

I also wish to extend my heartfelt 
thanks to my colleague, Representa-
tive JARED HUFFMAN, whose district 
Major Taylor actually resides in. Also, 
Major Taylor had been a constituent of 
mine for several years when I rep-
resented Trinity County. 

Major Taylor was with the 1st Cav-
alry Regiment and awarded the Medal 
of Honor for gallantry in action on 
July 11, 1969, in Vietnam. 

His men were engaged in an attack 
on a fortified position when a cavalry 
assault vehicle was hit and all five 
crew members were wounded. Major 
Taylor extracted the wounded despite 
heavy enemy fire. When a second vehi-
cle was hit, Major Taylor moved for-
ward again to rescue the wounded. 
While evacuating the wounded, Major 
Taylor engaged the enemy, killing sev-
eral. At the evacuation point, a final 
vehicle was hit. Again, Major Taylor 
assisted in removing the wounded men 
and ensured that all wounded were 
safely evacuated. 

I’ve met and known Major Taylor for 
several years, and it is my privilege to 
call him a friend. 

It is through his selfless spirit and 
service to his crew that I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of 
Major James Allen Taylor. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT MICHAEL 
EDWIN THORNTON 

(Mr. BRADY of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Lieutenant Michael Edwin Thornton of 
the United States Navy in Mont-
gomery, Texas. 

Lieutenant Thornton was a senior 
adviser to Vietnamese Navy SEAL pa-
trols and was awarded his Medal of 
Honor for extreme bravery in action on 
March 6, 1976, in Vietnam. 

Lieutenant Thornton and his team 
snuck behind enemy lines. At sunup, 
the team made contact with an enemy 
force and engaged in a furious firefight 
with the enemy, inflicting many cas-
ualties before withdrawing. When some 
of the men were cut off from the team, 
Lieutenant Thornton went back in, 
through enemy fire, to find the wound-
ed men and carry them to safety. In 
killing several enemy combatants and 
hauling the wounded out, Lieutenant 
Thornton saved the life of his superior 
officer. 

It is for his heroic spirit in service to 
our Nation that I am proud to honor 
and remember the actions of Lieuten-
ant Michael Edwin Thornton. 

f 

HONORING SPECIALIST FOURTH 
CLASS GARY G. WETZEL 

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
Specialist Fourth Class Gary George 
Wetzel of the United States Army. 

Specialist Fourth Class Wetzel served 
in the 173rd Assault Helicopter Com-
pany and was awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his extreme heroism in ac-
tion in Vietnam on January 8, 1968. 

While going to the aid of his aircraft 
commander, Specialist Fourth Class 
Wetzel became critically wounded. Al-
though his left arm was severed, Spe-
cialist Fourth Class Wetzel held his po-
sition and engaged the enemy. After 
eliminating three, he refused treat-
ment and attempted to assist his air-
craft commander. Due to the severity 
of his wounds, Specialist Fourth Class 
Wetzel lost consciousness. Once he re-
gained consciousness, he persisted in 
his efforts to drag himself to the aid of 
his fellow crewman and assisted in 
bringing the commander to safety. 

Because of his valiant efforts towards 
his fellow crewmen, I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of 
Specialist Fourth Class Gary George 
Wetzel. 

f 

b 1845 

HONORING COLONEL JAMES 
FLEMING 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the heroic efforts of a man 
from Manvel, Texas—an American 
hero, Colonel James Fleming of the 
United States Air Force. 

Colonel Fleming was the pilot of a 
helicopter in the 20th Special Oper-
ations Squadron. He was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for gallantry in action 
on November 26, 1968, in Vietnam. 

On that day, Colonel Fleming was or-
dered to rescue a six-man Special 
Forces patrol that was pinned down by 
enemy fighters. Already aware of one 
downed helicopter in the area, Colonel 
Fleming dropped his helicopter into 
the combat zone. Despite a failed first 
attempt and low fuel, Colonel Fleming 
did what every member of the U.S. 
military is trained to do—he left no 
man behind. He came back and hovered 
with an open cargo door while his heli-
copter was being raked by enemy fire. 
The six Green Berets jumped into his 
helicopter with the enemy 10 feet be-
hind. Thanks to his heroic efforts, the 
six Green Berets made it out alive. 

I am proud to honor and remember 
the actions of Colonel James Fleming. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL WALTER 
JOSEPH MARM, JR. 

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic efforts of 
United States Army Colonel Walter Jo-
seph Marm, Jr., of Fremont, North 
Carolina. 

Colonel Marm demonstrated indomi-
table courage and was awarded the 
Medal of Honor during a combat oper-
ation in Vietnam. 

As his company was moving to re-
lieve a surrounded friendly unit, he re-
alized that his platoon was receiving 
intense fire from a concealed machine 
gun. He deliberately exposed himself to 
draw its fire. Colonel Marm charged 30 
meters across open ground and hurled 
grenades into the enemy position. Al-
though severely wounded, Colonel 
Marm continued the momentum of his 
assault on the position, and he killed 
the remainder of the enemy, breaking 
the enemy assault. 

It is for his gallantry on the battle-
field and his extraordinary bravery at 
the risk of his life that I am proud to 
honor and remember the actions of 
Colonel Walter Joseph Marm, Jr. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
HAROLD ARTHUR FRITZ 

(Mr. SCHOCK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SCHOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lieutenant Colonel 
Harold Arthur Fritz, who served in the 
United States Army and is a resident 
of the 18th District of Illinois. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fritz served in 
Vietnam with the 11th Armored Cav-
alry Regiment and was awarded the 
Medal of Honor for extraordinary gal-
lantry in action on January 11, 1969. 

While in Vietnam, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Fritz’ armored unit was ambushed, 
and his vehicle took a direct hit. De-
spite being seriously wounded himself, 
he fearlessly ran from vehicle to vehi-
cle, positioning, providing aid and re-
supplying his men. The enemy 
attackers charged twice, but under 
Lieutenant Colonel Fritz’ leadership, 
the unit stood its ground. Following 
the second charge, he led a brazen 
counteroffensive, forcing the oncoming 
enemy to withdraw. With the unit free 
from attack, he selflessly made sure 
that all of his men were cared for be-
fore allowing his own wounds to be 
treated. 

So I am honored to stand and to rec-
ognize Lieutenant Colonel Harold Ar-
thur Fritz for his undaunted courage, 
extraordinary bravery and fearless 
leadership. 
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